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The assessment of cause of illness and new innovations
to treat the illness is exciting at all point of time.
Research is the key to any new innovations. The
hindrance in development of new innovations can be
multifaceted in terms of resources which may not only be
limited to talent acquisition and financial
resources. Collaborations among different stake holders
in research such as industry, government and academia
are important and should be encouraged by government
to promote research, development and innovation.
Currently biomedical researchers in the United States and
from the international community are focusing
increasingly on relationships between industry and
academia and their effects on the conduct and results of
research studies.”® Formerly rigidly separated research
efforts in academic and industry have become
increasingly transparent to each other. This transparency
between industry and academia has created opportunities
for more rapid translation of basic discoveries to patient
needs.* Collaborations among industry and academia can
hasten the development of new technologies to clinical
practice leading to significant health advancements.
Collaboration between industry and academia facilitates
quality research projects with identified impact objectives
within a shorter time span.”

But in collaborative research it becomes imperative that
the industry and academia jointly shares a responsibility
to establish and adhere to standards in conducting
research and reporting results. The research environment
should promote open collaboration and information
sharing. The major issue such as conflict of interest
continues to pose challenges. The conduct and reporting
of the research should be as per International guidelines.
There should be a transparent disclosure of financial
conflicts of interest (e.g., when presenting or publishing
the research). Industry must maintain transparency and
ensure access to data by researchers.” Thereby standard

operating procedures and guidelines should be developed
among all stake holders to regulate the conduct of
research studies in dermatology involving collaborations
between industry and academia. Focus should be there on
the quality studies that adhere to International Standards.
By developing and adhering to standards, research studies
can be methodologically rigorous and reported
consistently. Industry-sponsored collaborations are likely
to be motivated by specific research questions involving
commercial interests. Therefore acknowledgement and
management of financial conflict of interest should be
addressed before the initiation of the project. Proper
transparency should be maintained in collaborative
research and it should not bind investigator behavior.
Industry must maintain transparency and ensure access
data to researchers, in addition to balancing privacy,
competitive and intellectual property considerations.”

The industry and the academic institution if converged,
the discoveries will be effectively translated into products
and will be advantageous for all academic institutions,
the faculty members, industry and most importantly for
society at large. Some examples of research
collaborations in dermatology. The MGH/Harvard
Cutaneous Research Centre was established in the year in
1989 as a result of a multiyear agreement between
MGH/Harvard Medical School and Shiseido to conduct
research on the skin and its adnexa using molecular
biology techniques from multidisciplinary areas.
Department of Dermatology at the University of
Michigan received multiyear support from Johnson &
Johnson to carry out the fundamental research on the
molecular basis of retinoid actions in the skin with the
goal of designing better retinoids for therapeutic
research.*
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